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 The Holy Spirit is the presence of God in our lives.  When something is beyond our 

imagination, yet we believe in its presence, we often clothe that belief in “mystery”.  

To those who cannot understand, who do not have faith, this may appear to be  

nonsense but to believers in Jesus and His word it gives hope, and that hope is what 

keeps us in communion with Him.  The early church lived close to this mystery, 

their faith was so strong that they had to go out to the world and proclaim it.  We 

meet people today who have a certain aura around them, and we recognise in them 

this same Spirit; the Spirit that we need to sustain us in this troubled world. 

It took great courage for Philip to go to the Samaritan people to proclaim the Christ 

to them.  There was enmity between the two groups caused by events that happened 

many hundreds of years before and the two simply did not mix.  Jesus had shown 

the disciples before, in His meeting with the woman at the well, that, to God, this 

division did not exist and so Philip followed His example and was received with 

great joy.  The Spirit of God was enkindled in the people of Samaria, and many 

came to believe in the message of Christ. 

Peter talks of reverencing the Lord in our hearts.  When we take courage and speak 

about our faith, we find a sense of peace within ourselves because we carry with us the Spirit of God; we may not always be welcomed, our 

voices may not always be heard or understood.  The early believers often suffered persecution and death because of their faith and we, in our 

own time, are often scorned by those who have no faith, but we should persevere for, through our word and example we may find a small 

flame of faith is planted on the lives of those who listen. 

Today we continue the “farewell discourse” in John’s Gospel.  There is a feeling here of Jesus reaching out to each of us with words of reas-

surance and faith.  He understands how His disciples are struggling with their understanding of the events that are to come.  They see Him is 

imperishable, as the Messiah who will lead Israel to triumph over its enemies.  They cannot grasp that the battle is for people’s hearts not for 

worldly gains.  Jesus promises them a Spirit of Truth, that same Spirit is with us today if only we can find belief in His power. 

David Frank 



NEWS FROM ST MICHAEL’S                                                                                                                                                                                    
First Holy Communion. We offer our prayers and very best wishes to the children of our parish who are making their First 
Holy Communion this Sunday.                                                                                                                                                               
May Procession. On Sunday 21 May at 3.00pm there will be a May Procession which will commence at the Missionaries of 
Charity in Durham Street, Newcastle to St Michael’s Church.  All are welcome.                                                                                         
150th Anniversary Celebrations - Appeal from Fr William. Fr William would like to invite all parishioners who would like to 
contribute their time and or expertise to the forthcoming 150th Anniversary, to contact him. All offers of help are very much 
appreciated. 

NEWS FROM THE CATHEDRAL                                                                                                                                             
Safeguarding Update. There have recently  been some changes to the DBS process for all NEW volunteers within the                  
diocese.  Anyone who wishes to undertake any voluntary role at the Cathedral, must make their first point of contact either             
Canon Simon or Fr William who will direct them to the Cathedral Office where the relevant paperwork will be given and                     
assistance will be available from the parish safeguarding representatives.                                                                                                                

ALL ARE WELCOME                                                                                                                                                              
The City Centre Partnership aims to be welcoming and inclusive to all, and it is always a joy to welcome to our  celebrations of 
Holy Mass those of our brothers and sisters who are not in full communion with the Catholic Church. If you are not (yet) a  
Catholic or are indisposed to receive Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, you are invited to come forward at the appropriate 
time and receive a blessing from the priests distributing Holy Communion, indicating this by folding your arms over your chest. 

We would ask those who are in communion with the Church and are able to receive, to familiarise themselves with the correct 
means of receiving the Sacred Host and consume the Host before moving away from the priest or minister of Communion to 
go back to your place. 

If you are considering becoming a Catholic and would like more information, one of the priests would be more than happy to 
explore this with you. 

NEWS FROM ST DOMINIC’S                                                                                                                                                                                    
Cloister Garden. Many thanks to everyone who gave their time to help tidy the garden. We will be continuing work in the gar-
den over the coming weeks. 
First Holy Communion. A group of 14 children from St Catherine's school and the Parish will celebrate the receiving of the 
Blessed Sacrament on Sunday, 21 May at the 10am Mass. We offer prayers of support for them and their families on this very 
special occasion. A very big thank you to all those who have supported the children throughout their preparation. 
Charity Boxes. Thank you to everyone who has supported the Turkey and Syria appeal. From next weekend 20/21 May the em-
phasis will change. One box will be labelled CAFOD - supporting international disasters and the other box labelled SVP - will 
support local and parish needs (work in the care centre, deaf club and our own parish conference). 

THE LATE SHOWS: MEDIEVAL TO MODERN                                                                                                                                                               
The Cathedral is delighted to once again participate in the city-wide cultural initiative, The Late Shows. Saturday 20 May. Visit 
St Mary's Cathedral, built by AWN Pugin, one of the greatest Victorian architects (designer of the interior of the Houses of Par-
liament). Marvel at our needle spire, finely-carved altars, Victorian and contemporary stained glass, amazing Neo-Gothic tiled 
floor and superb new organ. Come and create beautiful tile designs. Explore the different styles of singing the psalms from plain-
chant to polyphony to modern settings. Listen to a selection of heavenly music played on the new organ and climb the stairs to 
the organ loft for an angel's view of the cathedral. Psalm singing 7pm-9pm; Decorated tiles 7.40pm 9.40pm Access to the organ 
loft 8.20pm-10.20pm Each activity will last about 20 minutes. All are welcome -why not bring along a friend? 

NEWS FROM ST ANDREW’S                                                                                                                                                                                    
Offertory Collection. Following the recent announcement the collection basket for cash donations is still available at the back of 
church. However, this weekend for people who don’t use cash there is the option to make your donations contactless. It is very 
easy to use, just follow the instructions on the screen using your debit/credit card. Many thanks.  

WORLD COMMUNICATIONS SUNDAY                                                                                                                             
On World Communications Day, we take up the command of Jesus to preach the Good News of the Gospel to the whole world. 
World Communication Day 2023 is Sunday 21 May. Vital to this is good communication - The Bishops' Conference works hard 
to forge positive relationships with media outlets to communicate news relating to every aspect of the life of the Catholic Church 
and her people, through their websites, publications and social media channels.                                                                                    
There will be a retiring collection at all Masses next Sunday to support this work. 

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENCION                                                                                                                                
This Thursday, 18 May, forty days after Easter we celebrate the Ascension of the Lord into Heaven. The Solemnity of the                 
Ascension if a Holyday of Obligation, we encourage all who are able to attend Mass on this great feast in the life of the Church.                                                                                                                            
Mass will be celebrated in each of our churches at the following times:                                                                                            
St Michael’s at 9.30am, St Dominic’s at 10am, the Cathedral at 12.05pm and St Andrew’s at 5.30pm                                                                                                                                       
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WEDNESDAYS: 6pm. - ‘ICHTHYS’  with a veggie dinner                                                                                                                             

17 May - ‘Mental Health: You Are Enough with Kate Aitchison                                                                           

24 May - ‘Understanding The Trinity’ (sort of)                                                                                        

31 May - ‘The Pope Answers’ - A film about 10 young people questioning Pope Francis 

THE UNIVERSITY CATHOLIC CHAPLAINCY                                                                    

Serving the Universities of Newcastle & Northumbria 

www.catholicchaplaincy.org | Lay Chaplain: Mia Fox BSc MA 07713259173 

Join us for social time in the Chaplaincy Room after Sunday Mass at St Andrew’s. 

VOLUNTEERING AT MARY’S PLACE                                                                                                                                             
Mary’s Place is located in the basement of the Priests’ House at the Cathedral). Every Monday we feed over 40 people, who are 
homeless or socially disadvantaged, with a variety of hot meals and drinks, as well as taking a dozen or so lunch bags out to peo-
ple on the street. The current situation has increased the demand on our services and we really need to have more volunteers 
each week. The sessions run from 9.30am-1.30pm every Monday with a number of different roles - greeting/cooking/serving/ 
tea and coffee making. If you might be interested in learning more about joining our team, please contact Liz Bennett on 
07815888974 or eliz.bennett1@outlook.com or Angela Joyce at the Cathedral. 

A DAY FOR CATECHISTS                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Are you involved with Baptismal Preparation, First Holy Communions, Confirmations, Marriage Preparation, RCIA, Children’s 
Liturgy or other faith sharing initiatives? We are excited to host the largest gathering of Catechists the diocese has seen in recent 
times. This will be a special opportunity to come together and renew our approach to sacramental preparation and faith-sharing 
post-pandemic at St Robert of Newminster Catholic School, Washington, on Saturday 15 July.We will be sharing key principles 
from the New Directory of Catechesis and affirming good practices, as well as providing new ideas and inspiration. Individuals 
and parish groups are welcome. To book a place, please visit the Events page on the diocesan website, diocesehn.org.uk. 

REFLECTION FOR THE SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION 

On the feast of the Ascension, we are called to rejoice both in Jesus’ victory over 
sin and death and in the glorious life that he has secured for us. We pray that we 
would experience the new life that is ours in Christ. 
 
Three aspects of that new life stand out in the Second Mass Reading for the feast: 
“May you know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches 
of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of 
his power in us who believe” (Ephesians 1:18-19) 
. 
As Christians, our hope is secure because it rests in Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
Because Jesus has overcome sin forever, we can live in freedom and peace, no 
matter what situations we may face. We have been reconciled to God. We are no 
longer strangers. Every day, we can live in confidence, knowing that our God is 
with us to strengthen and comfort us 
. 
Our hope is also founded in the inheritance Jesus won for us—none other than 
being with our Father forever, knowing him intimately, in all his splendor and 
beauty. In his ascension, Jesus has opened the door for us. Though we are sin-
ners, we have been forgiven and redeemed. We are now fully loved and accepted 
as God’s children, and we will live with him forever. 

 
As we live every day in the hope of our eternal inheritance, however, we can begin to taste these blessings here and 
now. This is part of the “immeasurable greatness of his power in us who believe.” Before he returned to his Father, 
Jesus promised his disciples that anyone who believed in him would be able to cast out demons, heal the sick, and per-
form signs and wonders in his name (Mark 16:17-18). How? By the power of the Holy Spirit, who lives inside of us. 
The same Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead is in our hearts, inviting us to yield to him and empowering us to live 
in the victory of the resurrection. No challenge is too great for a child of God! 
 

The Word Among Us | wau.org 



MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS THIS WEEK IN THE CITY CENTRE PARTNERSHIP 

 

    

5pm 

5.30pm 

Deceased Members of the Chester & Smith Families 

Patricia & Davie Kelly RIP 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY 14th  May 

The Sixth Sunday 

of                                                                      
Easter 

 

 

St Andrew’s 

St Dominic’s 

8am 

10am 

10am 

11am 

11.30am 

6pm 

6.30pm 

7pm 

Sheila Hoyle RIP 

Celebrant’s Intention 

Noel White (A) 

People of the Parish 

Basil Boot (A) 

People of the Parish 

People of the Parish 

People of the Parish 

Cathedral  

St Dominic’s 

Cathedral 

St Michael’s 

Cathedral 

St Andrew’s 

Cathedral 

St Dominic’s 

Monday 15th May                                          

Weekday in Easter  

12.05pm 

6pm 

Lillian & Patrick Molloy RIP                                

Celebrant’s Intention 

Cathedral 

St Dominic’s 

Tuesday 16th May                                            

Weekday in Easter 

10am 

12.05pm 

5.30pm 

Celebrant’s Intention 

Elisa Jiminez RIP 

Fernand Dauwe 

St Dominic’s 

Cathedral 

St Andrew’s 

Wednesday 17th May                                       

Weekday in Easter 

10am 

12.05pm 

5.30pm 

Intentions of the Dunn & Mackie Families 

Carol Wilkinson RIP 

Philomena Stephenson 

St Dominic’s 

Cathedral 

St Andrew’s 

Thursday 18th May 

The Solemnity                                                       
of the Ascension                                                         

of The Lord                                              
(Holyday of Obligation) 

9.30am 

10am 

12.05pm 

5.30pm 

People of the Parish 

Heather Corbett (A) 

Deceased Members of the Aynsley & Kerr Families 

Special Intention (BM) 

St Michael’s 

St Dominic’s 

Cathedral 

St Andrew’s 

Friday 19th May 

Weekday in Easter 

12.05pm 

10am 

5.30pm 

Mary ‘Molly’ McIver RIP 

Wellbeing of Lesley Dunstan 

In Thanksgiving to Our Lady 

Cathedral 

St Dominic’s 

St Andrew’s 

Saturday 20th May 

Weekday in Easter 

10am 

 

Charles Diamond RIP Cathedral 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY 21st MAY 

The Seventh Sunday 

of                                                                      
Easter 

 

 

5pm 

5.30pm 

Marina’s Intention 

Celebrant’s Intention 

St Andrew’s 

St Dominic’s 

8am 

10am 

10am 

11am 

11.30am 

6pm 

6.30pm 

7pm 

Arnold George Masterson RIP 

Brian Santry (A) 

Michael Bell (A) 

Special Intention (Sadia) 

People of the Parish 

People of the Parish 

Jim McGee RIP 

People of the Parish 

Cathedral  

St Dominic’s 

Cathedral 

St Michael’s 

Cathedral 

St Andrew’s 

Cathedral 

St Dominic’s 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION                                                                                                                                                                           

Cathedral                                                                                                         

Mon, Wed & Fri after 12.05pm Mass.                                                                                                                                                               

St. Andrew’s                                                                                                     

Tues to Fri 4.45pm-5.15pm; Saturday 4.15pm-4.45pm                                                                                                                                                

St. Dominic’s                                                                                                      

Wed 5pm-6.30pm 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT                                                                                                                             

Cathedral                                                                                                     

Mon—Wed & Fri 11am-11.45am  (Rosary on Fridays)                                                                    

St. Andrew’s                                                                                              

Tues to Fri 4.45pm-5.15pm                                                                                                       

St. Dominic’s                                                                                                    

Wed 5pm-6.30pm 


